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Perches offer inexpensive environmental enrichment for caged non-human primates [1-5]. By providing an elevated sitting

position, a perch opens a new dimension for the animal. It also offers a dry, comfortable refuge while the caretaker sprays

the cage floor during daily cleaning.

Installing a perch is a bigger problem with squeeze-back than with standard cages, because the perch can interfere with

the restraint mechanism. Two solutions to the problem have appeared in the literature, though both have drawbacks. The

first solution has the perch mounted in the back wall of the cage, so the bar-spacing of the squeeze-back limits the

diameter of the perch [4]. The other solution requires animal care staff to remove the perch whenever they operate the

squeeze-back [1]. We developed an alternative that avoided both drawbacks.

We used two tricks: a stainless steel socket mounted inside the front of the cage (Fig. 1) and a stainless steel sleeve

penetrating the squeeze-back (Fig. 2). To install the sleeve, we cut a hole in the squeeze-back, exactly in line with the

socket. (The length of the perch always equals the depth of the cage.) The sleeve protruded about 60 mm into the cage;

the diameter of sleeve and socket was about 10 mm larger than that of the perch. With both the door and the front of the

cage open, we inserted the perch in the sleeve; then we closed the front of the cage and fit the proximate end of the perch

into the socket.

Figure 1. Socket for the proximate end of the perch.



Figure 2. Stainless steel sleeve glides over the perch
when the squeeze-back of the cage is pulled forward or
backward

The sleeve glides over the perch, so the squeeze-back moves freely; there is no need to remove the perch. Two natural

parameters - not the bar-spacing of the squeeze-back - determine the diameter of the perch: the animal's weight (the

perch should not bend under the animal's weight) and the diameter for a comfortable sit (the animal should be able to

balance on the perch without having to hold the cage ceiling or walls).

Facilities that have cages with a fixed front wall must have a hole cut in that wall. Animal care staff would introduce the

perch through this hole, insert its far end in the sleeve, fit the proximate end into the socket, then mount the socket over

the hole
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